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SPECIAL NOTICE. 


THE FIELD AFAR will hereafter 
be the organ of the Catholic 
Foreign Mission Society of 
America. It will remain under 
the same editorship, and pre- 
serve its present character, 
striving alwaysforimprovement 
and for an ever widening circle 
of readers. 

The Editor takes this occasion to 
express his gratitude for con- 
stant evidences of good will, 
manifested alike by thereverend 
clergy, and the faithful laity of 
the Catholic Church in the 
United States, towards this 
messenger from the wilds. 





THE FIELD AFARis published bi-monthly. 

The Subscription Price is fifty cents a year 
in advance. New subscriptions may be- 
gin at any time during the vear. 

Payment may beby Post-officeMoney Order, 
Express Money Order, Check, or Regis- 
tered Letter. Payment to strangers, un- 
less to a duly authorized canvasser, is at 
the subscriber’s risk. 

Stamps or Silver will be received, but, if 
sent through the mail, are at the sender’s 
risk. 

Always give the name of the Postoffice to 
which you wish to have your paper sent. 


HE temporary office of THe FiELpD 
Arar will be at 260 Dover St., 
Boston, Mass., where subscriptions 
may be paid. 
Make orders payable to Rev. James 
A. Walsh. ° 
Letters to the Editor may be ad- 
dressed to P. O. Box 98, Station A, 
Boston, Mass. 


NE afternoon in October, 1906, 
(it was the fourth day and the 
Feast of St. Francis of Assisi), four 
priests met in Boston with the ex- 
press purpose of promoting the cause 
of Foreign Missions. Three of these 
priests, including the Diocesan Di- 
rector of the Society for: the Propa- 
gation of the Faith, belonged to the 
Archdiocese of Boston, the fourth 
was.a Sulpician. 


The object of this meeting was to 
form a Catholic Foreign Mission So- 
ciety. The purpose of the Society, 
as expressed in its records, was “‘to 
organize a literary propaganda with 
a view to deepen and widen the mis- 
stonary spirit in*the United States, 
having for its ultimate end the estab- 
lishment of a Foreign Mission Semi- 
nary.’* 

The propaganda would include the 
issue of a bi-monthly missionary re- 


view, and the publication of books, 
pamphlets, newspaper articles, etc., 
relating to foreign missions. 

The name of the review,—T7THE 
FIELD AFAR,—its size (9 x12), 
quality of paper and form were all 
determined, and at a second meet- 
ing it was decided to bring out the 
first issue under date of January 1, 
1907. 

The Catholic Foreign Mission So- 
ciety was never known as such. Its 
members desired to work quietly, in 
co-operation with the present editor, 
on whom, by virtue of his position, 
the principal duties naturally de- 
volved. To avoid useless inquiries, 
the word Bureau was substituted for 
Society, and THE FieELpD AFAR has for 
the past four years and more, been 
published by the Catholic Foreign 
Mission Bureau. 

The late revered Archbishop 
Williams approved the plan as out- 
lined, and some months before his 
death, referring to the proposed 
Seminary for Foreign Missions, he 
said with conviction, ‘‘That will come.”’ 

In the meantime the foreign mis- 
sion spirit was visible in several sec- 
tions of the United States. The ex- 
cellent work done for the cause in 
New York, both by the National Di- 
rector of the Lyons Society for the 
Propagation of the Faith, Monsignor 
Freri, and by the zealous Diocesan 
Director, Father John J. Dunn, was 
farreaching. Several religious orders 
and congregations,—the Franciscans, 
Jesuits, Brothers of Mary, the Society 
of the Divine Word, and the Congre- 
gation of the Holy Cross, were also 
pointing out to their American sub- 
jects the pathway to the heathen apos- 
tolate. Individual priests, too, here 
and there, were found who for years 
had been praying for the realization 
of an American Seminary for Foreign 
Missions. 





Finally in God’s good time, and 
in His own way, two priests were 
brought together at the Eucharistic 
Congress in Montreal, one from the 
South-lands of the United States, the 
other from Massachusetts, in the 
north. Each had been thinking in- 
dependently along the same lines, and 
there seemed to be every reason to 
unite forces. 

This accidental—let us rather say 
Providential—meeting has resulted 
by God’s grace and through the co- 


operation of His Eminence, Cardinal 
Gibbons, acting in sympathy with 


His. Excellency, the Apostolic Dele- 


gate, in the following resolution 
passed at the meeting of the Arch- 





bishops of the United States, April 27: 

“We heartily approve the establishment 
of an American Seminary for Foreign 
Missions, as outlined in the letter sent by 
His Eminence, Cardinal Gibbons, to the 
Archbishops. 

We warmly commend to the Holy 
Father the two priests mentioned as or- 
ganizers of this seminary, and we instruct 
them to proceed to Rome without delay, 
for the purpose of securing all necessary 
authorization and direction from Propa- 
ganda for the proposed work.”’ 

The priests alluded to in this reso- 
lution are the Rev. Thomas F. Price 
of North Carolina, editor of Truth, 
and the editor of THE FIELD AFAR. 

It is hoped that before the next 
issue Of THE FIELD AFAR the seal of 
Rome’s approval will be set on the 
resolution which has been taken by 
the American hierarchy. 

In the meantime we ask our readers 
to join us in a prayer of thanksgiving 
for what has already been accom- 
plished and to continue their remem- 
brance, that the organizers of the new 
Seminary may be guided in the matter 
of location and in the many details 
incidental to so important a work. 

Prayer has thus far accomplished 
so much, that we appeal especially 
for this form of help. 


me & 
ing His Eminence, Cardinal Gib- 
bons, the new American Semi- 
nary for Foreign Missions, owes, 


under God, the strong impulse which 
practically brings it into being 
through the unanimous action of 
the Archbishops representing the en- 
tire American hierarchy. In _ full 
sympathy with the suggestion of His 
Excellency, the Most Rev. Diomede 
Falconio, Apostolic Delegate, who 
had immediately welcomed the idea 
when presented by the organizers, 
Cardinal Gibbons sent out a strong 
letter to the Archbishops. 

We are privileged to quote from 
this letter several paragraphs which 
we feel will edify and stimulate our 
readers: 

That. such a Seminary is needed, and 
urgently, seems daily more evident. ' The 
prestige of our country has become wide- 
spread, and Protestants, especially in the 
Far East, .are profiting by it, to the 
positive hindrance. of Catholic missioners. 
I understand that even the educated 
classes in China, misled by the almost com- 
plete absence of American Catholic priests, 
believe that the Church of Rome has no 
standing in America. 

Conscious that.we are still short of 
priests in many dioceses, I would cite 
the words of Cardinal Manning referring 
to the foundation of Mill Hill: 

“It is quite true that we have need of 
men and means at. home;- and it is BE- 
CAUSE we have need of more men and 
more means, by a gréat deal, than we as 
yet possess, that I am convinced we ought 
to send both men and means abroad 
* %* %* If we desire to find the surest 
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TWENTY YEARS’ PROGRESS OF CATHOLIC MISSIONS IN CHINA, JAPAN AND KOREA. 


To the January issue of Die Katholischen Missionen we are indebted for the excellent summary (which 
pears on this page) of Catholic Missions in China, Japan and Korea for the past twenty years. 





China. 
Shansi 
Shantung 
Shensi 
Fokien 
Honan 
Hong Kong 
Hunan 
Hupeh 
Kansu 
Kiang-si 
Kiang-nan 
Kwang-si 
Kwang-tung 
Kwei-chow 
Macao 
Manchuria 
Mongolia 
Sz Chuan 
Cheh-kiang 
Chih-li 
Thibet 
Yunnan 


—Franciscans 


—Dominicans. 


—Franciscans 


——Lazarists 
—Jesuits 
_¥ oreign Missions, 


—Diocesan Priests 
—Foreign Missions, 
—Foreign Missions, 


—Lazarists 


Japan 


Ke rea 


—Franciscans and Soc. Divine W ord (Steyl) 17,705 
—Franciscans and Roman Seminary 


—Foreign Missions of Milan and Parma 
—Foreign Missions of Milan 


*ranciscans and Augustinians 


eign Missions, 


—Foreign Missions, 
—Foreign Missions, Paris 


*oreign Missions, 


—lLazarists and Jesuits 
—Foreign Missions, 
—Foreign Missions, 


—Foreign Missions, 
—Foreign Missions, 


| 
| In the year 1889 


In the year 1909 
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y to multiply immensely our own ma- 
rial means for works at home, it is by 
t limiting the expansion of Charity and 

not paralyzing the zeal of self-denial.”’ 
The experience of the church certainly 
irs Out his Eminence’s conclusion. To- 

‘it is said that little Holland supplies 

foreign missions most generously, and 
it, as a result, vocations are more than 
ficient for the home-land. Many priests 

1 nuns from Holland are attached to 
ceses in England and America. 

The priests of the United States number 

re than 17,000, but I am informed that 

re are hardly sixteen on the foreign 
ssions. This fact recalls a warning 
ich the late Cardinal Vaughan gave in 
kindly and brotherly letter addressed 

me twenty-two years ago, urging us 
erican Catholics not to delay partici- 
on in foreign missions, LEST OUR 
\VN FAITH SHOULD SUFFER. 

Ve have made some progress since then. 
e older religious orders have sent out 

ew men; and several European con- 

sations, through branches in this 
ntry, are beginning to increase the 
nber of apostolic workers. The two 
foreign-mission aid societies,— that 
» Lyons Society for the Propagation 
the Faith especially,—have also taken 
stronger hold on the faithful. Sub- 
itial proof has been given at the centres 
these organizations that there are 
iy Catholics, priests and laics, through- 
the country, who are anxious to co- 
cate in foreign mission effort. 


Yet we must confess that as a Catholic 
body we have only begun, while our 
Protestant fellow- -countrymen, fewer and 
weaker than we, have passed the century 
mark in foreign mission work and are 
represented to-day in the heathen world 
by some thousands of missioners who are 
backed by yearly contributions running 
up into the millions. 

_A Seminary, such as that contemplated, 
if established with the good-will of the 
entire American Hierarchy, can hardly 
fail to draw, emphatically, the attention 
of American Catholics to the cry that 
comes from one thousand million souls 
who as yet have not heard Christ’s message. 

“It is time,’’ to use the words of the 
Apostolic Delegate, ‘‘that the American 
Church should begin to move in this di- 
rection.” 


" OK 


The nations belong to Christ. With 
His precious blood he bought them 
back from Satan. But the announce- 
ment of freedom must be made known 
to each,—by whom? 


The nations that know not Christ, 
are being cheated of their rights. The 
Catholic who rejoices in the liberty of 
the Children of God will help to remedy 
this injustice. 


THE GRACIOUS WORD. 


N unexpected gift came to us re- 
cently from his Excellency, the 
Apostolic Delegate. We treasure 
most highly an offering from such a 
source, for its encouragement, and 
because it assures us that THE FIELD 
AFAR is acceptable to the representa- 
tive of Our Holy Father in this 
country. 
™ 
O Archbishop Ireland we owe 
thanks for a gracious word of ap- 
preciation, enclosed with a twenty- 
year subscription to THE FreLp AFAR. 
“If I am living when this subscrip- 
tion expires,’’ writes the eminent prel- 
ate, “notify me and I will renew.” 
We hope to send this notification. 


i" OK 


BENEDICTINE Monk writes to 
us from Kansas: 


Your request for prayers in behalf of 
Apostolic vocations, priests in the field, 
and the conversion of the Pagans, brought 
home to me a new directionofone’s prayers. 
Such a human appeal as your letter con- 
taint, sent to every priest and nun in 
the United States might be a good in- 











































































































vestment for your work. Please ac- 
cept a Monk’s mite—remembrance at 


daily Mass. 
™ 


HE editor of Le Missiont Cattoliche 
of Milan, writes his fervent word 

of welcome to the new seminary: 
“I thanked God with all my heart on 
receiving the news that the American 


Archbishops have been favorable to the 


Seminary for Foreign Missions. It is a 
great grace indeed, and I am sure that 
through it great help will come to the 
missionary cause of the Catholic Church. 


n missionary priests will join to the 
and zeal of ‘Latin countries, the 
energy and instincts of the Anglo-Saxons, 
and in lands where the Engli hold way 
and where competiti yn is keen with E 
and American Protestant ministers, Cz 
lic missionaries of English-speaking parent- 
- alwavs of grea help They are, 
. absolutelv nec scessary, and they 
must be holy men It is not enough 


American 


America 
holiness 






















P. Manna, M. A 
K 
RITING her 
‘Thoughts from Modern Mar- 
tvrs.’”’ a Sister of the Congregation of 
the Assumption adds 
I am greatly interested 11 
This will not surprise y 
I had privile ge 
sion 1ary for sixteer 
Indians of th Sasl at 
Canada ¥ 
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appreciation ol 
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sine healt 
ced me to come |! 
but I think ft m2) 

My Superiors t 
God wanted 


















teacn | a 
and am waiting the orde 
march forth. : 

I wish I] could do more tor Ore 
missions, for I know so well it ea 
ittle help is; but vou see all I can save 
and beg is sent to my dear companions 
and their little ones, who n er eighty. 

Please excuse these lengt explana- 








tions, but I want you to know how much 


I love and prize mission work and to ask 
you for the favor of a little prayer that 
I mav soon be numbered among the real 


ries again 
 & 
ZEALOUS priest of the Boston 
archdiocese, referring to the pro- 
posed new seminary, expresses the 
abundance of his heart in these words 
from St. Augustine: 

‘“‘Let us not leave Thee alone as before 
the Creation. Let the children of Thy 
spirit placed in their firmament, make their 
ligt ht shine upon the earth . : for 
the old order is passed and the new arises 
the night is spent, the day is come forth: 


missiona 


and Thou shall crown the year with Thy 
blessing, when Thou shall send forth 
laborers into Thy harvest new 


laborers to new seed-time.”’ 

Beautiful words these, and truly 
appropriate, but the priest who wrote 
them has not been content with the 
verbal expression of his interest in 
the training of American priests for 
the heathen. He adds: 


“I feel assured that God will crown the 
work with His blessing; and, fully realiz- 





FIELD AFAR 


THE 





ing the necessity of something in addition 
to prayer and blessings, I offer as the 
curate’s mite, one hundred dollars and 
at least ten dollars a year as long asI can.”’ 
% 
HE first missioner’s letter of con- 
gratulation referring to the new 
seminary came from a Holy Ghost 
Father, who has been laboring in the 
West Coast of Africa and is at present 
in this country. He writes: 

I received this morning news of our 
new Apostolic Missionary Seminary. It 
would be hard for me to tell you my feel- 
My he and. was so shaky from the state 


ings 

of my nerves that I wasn’t able to write. 
Why, I iat even sit still! I am not 
exaggerating—the news. sent thrill 
through me. It is glorious work, Father 
and I wish you the choicest and best ot 
God’s blessings. Hard days are in store 
for you, I suppose, for such undertakings 
bring great trials, difficulties, nro 
disappointments. One has to take his 
heart in his two hands and fight to the 
end. I imagine you'll meet = ela 


in your way who will talk to you about the 











heathens at home and the good to be done 
under our noses without going to Asia 
or Africa. That is old history. The 
ch h would still be in Palestine 
h wait till the Jews were converted 
to go further on 

The late Archbishop Ryan made ¢ 
mark once that I think was very inter- 
esting in this respect Somebody talked 
about supporting American home work 
O!”’ he said, “if we confine our t 
ind zeal to Ameri ca, we’re only Tl 
cans; let us lo » the missions, too 
ve are bot Detesiddaie ind Catholic 

My best wishes and the worthiest o 
v p or prayers May God be with vou 


praver ot 


ours very sincerely i 


JosepH Byron, C.S.G 
oh 
kindness of a friend, a con- 


‘T HE 


vert to faith, enables us 
to add twenty names of missioners 
to our list of FreELp AFAR subscribers. 

We are at present supplying about 
200 priests, brothers, or nuns on 
the field. The gift of a subscription 
in favor of a missioner is a distinct 
encouragement to the toiler afar, 
who is thus made to feel that he is 
not left absolutely alone, and is helped 
by the experiences of his fellow-mis- 
sioners. 

Another form of gift, no less use- 
ful, is that which enables us to send 
out sample copies, or to apply regu- 
lar subscriptions to directors of vari- 
ous Catholic educational establish- 
ments in the country—also to priests 
in parishes who are not yet on our 
list. At the present juncture this 
will be especially appreciated. 

i ok 

If your heart is open to the call from 
heathen countries, pray that the mis- 
stonary army of the Catholic Church 
may be increased by apostles from 
America. Our country ts scarcely rep- 
resented in that precious company of 
valiant soldiers. 


the 








‘A Charming Vade Mecum 
An enthusiastic reader has so characterized 
Thoughts From Modern Martyr 


An attractive little flexible covered 
volume of 120 pages, with illustra- 
tions of the three martyrs, whose 
thoughts are therein collected, 
Theophane Venard, Just de Bre- 
tenieres and Henri Dorie. 


In cloth (red) 


In red or green leather 
peten:s 50c, — i 


price 75c, sites 


‘Enclosed find check for $25.00 fre 
/ / A 


Rev. Fr.—., for the school subscri 
tion (one hundred copies) to T: 
FIELD AFAR,” writes a nun in Prov 
dence and she continues: “Eu 
day the little ones pray for you a 
your work.” Vocations to the apc 


tolate cannot escape us in the Unit 
States when priests and nuns are th: 


* © 


interested. 
BOSTON physician, who has 


MY several years been interested 


+h; , = piutieaina a . 
this work, writes 


I enclose my check for $5.00,—one dol 








hich goes pay my subscription 
THE Fietp Arar, whose merits, by 
seem to me to increase with its vea 
It is a very welcome little paper : 
The balance of this remittance you 
lease ur W as you think be 
™ 


WE have good reason to look fo: 
forel iSSI vocatio: 


foreign mission 
actually 
ations of the spirit 
a boy: 


, 
when we 


note irequent 
dic found in thi 
lines. from 
As there -hool one day 

week, I worked and earned one dollar 
my brother Jose} oh earned 50 cents. 

We thought you could make better u 
of it, by sending it to some poor priest 
for whatever you see fit, than we could 


* 


Many vocations to the priesthood and 
the religious life have come through read: 
the letters and lives of missioners. 


Was no sx 





To delay co-operation in this work involves 
loss to a great cause and to yourselj. 


Postage stamps are acceptable for all 
remittances, 


FOR YOUR SUBSCRIPTION send fifty 
cents in stamps, if you prefer; or a one 
dollar bill for two years. Why not, at ihe 
same time, suggest some Potten: Fr subscrib- 
ers whose hearts might warm to The Field 
Afar, and whose minds are large enough to 
embrace it? Why not give a subscription 
to your friend? 


We hope to be able to send The F::ld 
Afar to every Catholic missioner who aks 
for it, or for whom it is requested. 

To this end, an occasional dollar fc: a 
‘missioner’s subscription’ will be most wel- 
come. 
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MARIE AGNES. 
TRANSLATED FOR THE FIELD AFAR, 
By tA 


In this issue we continue the story of 
voung Chinese girl, Ahung Sing-Tai, the 
ughter of a wealthy banker in Chefoo, 
ina. Ahung, refused admittance to a 
testant school, had been welcomed by 

Franciscan Missionaries of Mary. Re- 
ving the grace of faith, her desire for 
ptism was blocked by an antecedent 
mise of marriage made to a Pagan by 
r father. This marriage was prevented 
an illness, clearly Providential.] 


\ RE you not exhausted, dear 

f Ahung? You have prayed so 
ig. You have so fervently begged 
be loved by the Infant Jesus! 

[It was the month of March, 1go0o. 
the Provinces adjoining Chefoo, 
Boxers were increasing in number 

eir mysterious meetings, and, under 
most frivolous pretexts, sought to 

arrel with the Christians. 

Winter is very severe in Shan- 

ig and one hardly catches a glimpse 

Spring during St. Joseph’s month. 
ung, with her impetuous nature, 
not been taking the necessary 
caution during the inclement 

ather. When the bell rang one 
rning, she tried in vain to leave 

‘bed. Burning with fever, racked 
h pain, hardly able to draw breath, 
young Chinese girl fell back on 

‘pillow, quite overcome. The at- 
dant hastily called the Superior. 
doctor was summoned, and with- 

it hesitation he declared the young 

| to be suffering from a severe at- 
k of pneumonia. She was taken 
the infirmary and her family noti- 


\t the end of three days, realizing 
serious condition of her child, 
ie. Sing-Tai, lost all self-control, 
insisted that her own care and the 
ial Chinese remedies should be ap- 
d to save her daughter’s life. She 
vinced her husband of this. The 
1 was taken home in the belief 
Chinese doctors would better 
erstand a Chinese constitution. 
hung’s delicate condition, how- 
r, could not support the rather 
uous treatment which she was 
de to undergo, and the banker, in 
air, recalled the European doc- 
from the hospital. It was then 
late. The malady had taken hold 
he frail girl, and fever was con- 
ing her. During three months 
ing struggled between life and 
h, happy only when the good 
rs were present to talk to her 
it Heaven, and of the Saviour 
baptism, Then her drooping eyes 
d brighten and a smile of bliss 
over her pale lips. On her bed- 
in she had hung an image of Our 


Lady of Perpetual Help, on which her 
eyes were constantly fastened. 

The warm and gentle breezes of 
May restored a little life to the en- 
feebled body. Ahung was able to be 
carried in a portable chair to the con- 
vent on the birthday of the Mother 
Superior, but this improvement was 
deceptive. The Divine Bridegroom 
was calling the dear child, and, as she 
grew weaker, her soul entered into 








IN THE CONVENT CHAPEL. 


communion with her God, and burned 
with a great desire to possess Him. 
On the twentieth of June, it was 
reported that Mme. Sing-Tai was 
about to leave Chefoo, as the disturb- 


ances in that Province had in- 
creased. The alarm proved unneces- 
sary. Nevertheless, the Superior that 
same evening called on the banker. 
Ahung was much worse. Aware of 
the Sister’s presence, she stretched 
her emaciated arms towards her and 
began to cry. ‘What is the trouble, 
my little girl?’ asked the Mother Su- 
perior. “I am afraid to die without 
baptism,”” sobbed the child, as she 
rested her head on the nun’s shoulder. 
The Superior looked at her closely; 


the sunken eyes were bright with 
fever, the cheeks blanched, and the 
little mouth drawn by suffering. 
Taking a sudden resolution, the Su- 
perior said ‘Don’t be afraid, the 
Blessed Virgin will watch over you.”’ 
Then, approaching the banker, who 
was sadly observing his sick child, 
she begged him to allow Ahung to 
return to the infirmary. The un- 
happy father realizing now that his 
daughter would there receive care, 
which even his affection could not 
give her, agreed. “If my daughter 
wishes it,’’ he said, “I consent to her 
removal.” So the following day 
Ahung was made comfortable in a 
large, bright and well-ventilated room 
in the hospital of St. Sebastian. The 
sea-breezes entered the open window, 
and the patient child, stretched on her 
snow-white bed, smiled, listening to 
the prayers the sisters were reciting, 
and to the voices of the children, com- 
ing up from the sun-lit courtyard. It 
seemed to Ahung that this beautiful 
bright chamber was the prelude to bap- 
tism. It was more than that for the 
dear child; it was for her the opening 
of the gates of heaven. She had not 
come to the hospital with the idea 
of recovering, but to be a Christian. 
It was this sole wish that kept life 
in her wasted body. 

She asked to be spoken to of the 
Saviour, to be told of the happiness 
of heaven, to be assured that she 
would not die without receiving bap- 
tism. 

That evening the chaplain came to 
see the little invalid. He gave her 
much comfort, and left her with 
these words full of hope: ‘‘Prepare 
yourself, for the time will soon be 
here.”’ : 

Indeed, the time had come; the 
voice of the Bridegroom was already 
calling the young bride to the eternal 
feast. The Mother Superior requested 
Sing-Tai’s consent to his daugh- 
ter’s baptism. It was a dreadful 
shock for the banker. Not that he 
feared her becoming a Christian, but 
he understood now that all hope was 
gone. “I consent,” he said, over- 
come with grief. ‘If she is to die, I 
wish her to die a Christian.”’ Joy- 
fully the dying child welcomed the 
sun’s rays that next morning. Death 
would be welcome, for it would bring 
the grace for which she had longed 
during twelve years. 

The blessed water was poured upon 
her forehead. Ahung the pagan lived 
no longer, and, on her death-bed, 
Marie-Agnes, the Christian, chanted 
her thanksgiving. 

She waited yet awhile, this happy 
child, for into her purified heart the 
Divine King would descend. And 


























































this first Communion brought heaven 
within her horizon, while Extreme 
Unction strengthened her for the 
final struggle. Then Marie-Agnes 
seemed to be no longer of this earth; 
her soul shone through her trans- 
parent body, and one would not have 
been surprised to see about her a 
legion of angels. 

The door opened, and Sing-Tai 
entered. He saw his daughter radiant, 
and felt the spiritual atmosphere of 
the place. Marie-Agnes, with a ges- 
ture of tender affection, called to 
him: ‘‘Father! I am so happy! O! how 
many prayers I will offer for you.” 
The old Chinaman, overcome with 
emotion, could only sob in reply. 
Then at the foot of the bed some one 
else began to weep. It was little 
Wiking, the second daughter of Sing- 
Tai, who was crying bitterly. When 
the banker had recovered from his 
own emotion, he turned to Wiking 
and said: ““Why aré you so sad, my 
child?’ The child answered, ‘Be- 
cause, like Ahung, I too wish to be 
baptized.”” A dying look from Marie- 
Agnes to her father implored a favor- 
able answer. Sing-Tai could not now 
refuse his daughter. ‘“‘Console your- 
self, Wiking,’ he said. ‘‘Whenever 
you will, you shall be baptized.”’ 

Marie-Agnes had obtained her first 
ardent desire. Her sister would be- 
long in future to the true Faith; 
and her lips moved as she tried to 
express her gratitude. Somewhat 
troubled by his emotion, which he 
was unable to conceal, Sing-Tai 
moved away. As he took a lasi look 
at his daughter, he said to the Su- 
perior: ‘My child is about to die; I 
feel it; and I have not the courage 
to see her again; neither has her 
mother. Sister, my daughter is now 
a Christian, and it is my wish, if it 
be possible, that she be buried in 
your cemetery. Let her be interred 
with funeral rites, according to the 
custom of European Catholics.”’ 

During this day another grace was 
granted to Marie-Agnes; she was 
confirmed by Bishop Schang. 

She lived two days longer, with 
her eyes turned towards the portals 
of paradise. She waited impatiently 
for these to open, and never ceased 
to pray for the conversion of her 
family. The Divine Saviour could no 
longer refuse her, and the young 
Chinese virgin took her flight to God. 

Dressed in white, and with a loving 
smile, the child was carried to her 
last resting place. The family of Sing- 
Tai and the clerks of his bank, fol- 
‘owed her to the grave; but the father 
and mother were absent their deep 
grief keeping them away. 
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Ahung Sing-Tai had always longed 
in her dreams for a burial according 
to Christian customs. She rests in 
the midst of European Catholics, her 
tomb is like theirs, and an inscrip- 
tion in French tells the name and 
age of the child. Only a few Chinese 
characters are on the base, running 
as follows: ‘‘Here lies the daughter 
of Sing-Tai, the banker.”’ 

Marie-Agnes must certainly have 
offered her prayers in heaven for her 
dear ones; so many graces were 
granted, after her death, to the family 
of Sing-Tai. 

This child had the gift of prayer. 
She had known how to find the 
strength to overcome her faults, and 
the grace to conquer all obstacles 
which kept her from baptism; and 
now, a powerful intercessor with 
the heart of Jesus, which she had 
truly won, she asked and obtained 
the conversion of those so dear to her 
on earth. 

Our little virgin died on the sixth 
of July, 1900. Three days later, on 
the ninth of July, seven Franciscan 
missionaries were decapitated by the 
Boxers. The sacrifice of the innocent 
child and the blood of the martyred 
missionaries pleaded before the throne 
of God the cause of China, imploring 
the perseverance of the just, the 
pardon of the guilty, and the salva- 
tion of all. 


THE CONQUESTS OF MARIE-AGNES. 

The death of Marie-Agnes drew 
more closely together the missionaries 
of the convent and the wealthy family 
of the banker. 

Shortly after the child’s death, the 
work of redemption begun by her 
prayers was continued in that house 
blessed by God. As in Bethlehem the 
first to be called were the poor, 
Madame Sing-Tai brought to the 
hospital a little slave, hardly three 
years of age, who was seriously ill. 
Earlier in the story, we have said 
that in the family of Sing-Tai the 
slaves were, so to speak, adopted 
children; loved, and well taken care 
of and instructed. Therefore, seeing 
the danger this little one was running, 
the banker said to his wife: ‘‘The 
sisters are the only people able to 
cure this child; take her to them.” 

This child, when she entered the 
hospital, appeared so frail and ill, 
that it almost seemed as if she were 
to be the first fruits of the prayers 
of Marie-Agnes. 

Madame Sing-Tai made frequent 
visits to her slave, and one day she 
called the Superior and said: ‘“Koun- 
énée, I give you this child. My hus- 
band says that if she dies under your 











care she will go where Ahung is,’’- 
and the eyes of the poor mother in 
stinctively sought Heaven—‘‘but 
on the other hand, she recovers, w 
give her to you; she will increas 
the number of your orphans, an 
become, like Ahung, a Christian.”’ 

Contrary to all expectations, th 
little slave recovered. Thencefort 
she was free; and she received 1: 
the sacrament of baptism the nan 
of her young protectress, Mari 
Agnes, and became one of the ban 
of joyous orphans. 

At length, poor Madame Sing-Ta 
exhausted by successive emotions an 
anxieties, was obliged to take to he 
bed for many days. The memory « 
her Christian daughter pursued he 
and she called to her aid the frien: 
also a Christian, who awakened 1 
her heart the first sentiments of piet) 
The kind Madame Liou hastene 
to come to her. 

One day, not feeling as well « 
usual, the banker’s wife sent for h« 
husband, and, in presence of Madan 
Liou, she begged him, in case s! 
should die, to entrust the bringin 
up of all her children to the Fra: 
ciscan Missionaries of Mary, as s| 
did not wish them to be left to tl 


care of a Pagan step-mother. ‘Onl 
the Kounénée,”’ she said, “‘are capab 
of being mothers to them. Unde: 


their charge my children will ha‘ 
the best of care, and will be well i: 
structed in the Catholic Faith, tl} 
only learning I desire for them.”’ 

This was asking a great sacrifi 
of Sing-Tai, who was an affectiona 
father; but he understood and grant 
his wife’s request. Heaven, howeve 
did not wish to deprive our Chin 
man of this faithful companion; s! 
recovered from her illness, and, son 
time after, appeared in the convent 
parlor. 

‘“‘Kounénée,’’ she said to the S 
perior, “I am about to go with n 
husband to spend several months 
Canton. While there, we shall ; 
tend the wedding of one of our slav 
My son Ato will be placed in the c 
lege of the Brothers at Shang-h 
and I come here to leave with j 
little Wiking. My husband desis 
me to state that now there is nothing 
to prevent the reception of all « 
children into the Catholic Chur 
We will not promise any of them 
marriage; they will remain fr 
Moreover, we hope that without 1: ss 
of time they may become Christiar s: 
and we should consider it an horor 
if some day our daughter had 
good fortune to be as you, Ko 
énée.’’ In saying these words, Mada 
Sing-Tai looked at the Sister’s wl 
habit with admiration. 
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The sister, on the other hand, over- 
whelmed with joy, could hardly find 
words to thank God, whose workings 
in this family were so marvellous, and 
she assured the Chinese lady that her 
daughter should have the best of care. 

But Madame Sing-Tai had yet an- 
other wish. “I would like, ‘‘she said 
timidly, ‘‘a statue of the Blessed Vir- 
gin, like the one Ahung had, and be- 
fore which she prayed so fervently. 
[ also, Kounénée, wish to pray before 
it. For the time being my becoming 
a Christian is out of the question 

but the time will come, 
Kounénée.”’ 

The nuns prayed fervently, offer- 
ing many acts of thanksgiving. These 
are the events which repay long hours 
of suffering. ‘Do not pity us,’’ writes 
one of these sisters, ‘you who count 
and weigh our sacrifices, one ray 
alone of His grace is our reward!”’ 

Who will describe the joy of Wik- 
ing’ During three years she had in- 
geniously repeated: “Little Jesus, 
baptize me.”’ 

The sister of the impetuous Ahung 
had nothing of the vehement emo- 
tions of the latter. She was a gentle, 
candid creature, a heavenly flower 
which opened at the foot of the altar, 
offering to God the fragrance of an 
innocent heart which lived for Him 
only 

On the return of Sing-Tai’s family 
about the middle of September, 1901, 
her religious instructions were at an 
end, and the time was set for Wiking’s 
baptism. 

Ato, her older brother, whom we 
remember as a little child at the con- 
vent of Chefoo, and who had the 
same desire, was also to be baptized. 
The date chosen for this event was 
the eighth of September. 

The Mother Superior wished to ob- 
tain beforehand the formal consent 
of Sing-Tai. The good Chinaman re- 
plied to her, saying: ‘I not only give 
my consent in writing, but I promise 
to oblige my children to live up to 
their faith like true Christians. As 
for myself, I am now too old to be- 
come a Catholic. You have too many 
precepts which would cross my habits; 
[ could not submit to all your rules, 
and I have no desire to be a bad 
Christian. I respect and admire your 
religion. My children are young; 
they can be made to understand the 
importance of its duties. I wish them 
all to become Catholics, and I have 
given permission to my wife to do 
the same whenever she desires.”’ 

Poor, good Sing-Tai, how heavy 
is the chain of habit, which still keeps 
so far from God a heart so noble, a 
mind so sincere! 





The feast of the Nativity of the 
Blessed Virgin was celebrated at 
Chefoo in an exceptionally beautiful 
way. The good Bishop desired to 
officiate himself at the christening of 
these children over whom he had 
watched so long. At the ceremony 
were Sing-Tai with his wife and all 
his family, as well as most of the 
boarders of the school. The grace of 
the Sacrament was stamped on the 
brows of the children, enveloping 
them with a mysterious charm that 
inspired all with respect. Ato was 
named Jean-Marie, and Wiking, Marie 
Cecile. 

A few days after, Jean-Marie made 
his first Communion in the chapel 
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MARIE-CECILE AND A FRIEND, 


(From a recent photograph.) 








of the convent. Then, during the 
period preceding his departure for 
France, where he was to complete his 
studies, he lived at the Bishop’s 
house, in order to learn more French 
and English. 

The children were grateful for all 
that the sisters had done for them. 
They were also aware that their 
happiness in being Christians was due 
in great part to them. So one of the 
first tasks of the now Marie-Cecile 
was to write to the Mother General, 
whom she did not know personally. 
‘‘DeaR Rev. MoTHER GENERAL: 

I am very much pleased to write to you, 
and also to tell you that my brother and 
I were baptized this year. It was the 
Bishop who baptized us; my brother was 
named Jean-Marie, and I was given the 
name of Marie-Cecile. Mother General, 
have the goodness to pray to the Blessed 
Virgin that my parents may receive the 
grace of baptism. I wish you a happy 
New Year. Do, please, answer this letter, 
and send us your benediction. I find 
nothing suitable to write about, and I 
know but little French. 

Please give me all the news from Rome; 
I shall be happy to hear it. I expect that 
when I am grown up I shall become a 
sister. Mother General, I should so much 
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Do you not wish to come into touch with 
Catholic Evangelization? 


(a) Be an Ordinary Member in the Lyons 
Society of the Propagation of the Faith, 
1. e., say a daily prayer for the missions,— 
Our Father, Hail Mary, and “St. Francis 
Xavier, pray for us;” and give an alms of 
five cents a month or sixty cents a year. Or 


(b) Promote the work. People are good 
but not all are thoughtful. Get and keep 
nine of your friends interested as members. 
Bea Promoter. — 

A missionary ’s gratitude will 
missionary’s earnest ilies 


mean a 








like to know When are you coming 
to China? 

Good-bye, do condescend to bless your 
little Chinese children, who entreat the 
Infant Jesus to shower many graces upon 
you. 


you. 


MaRIE-CECILE S1nG-Tal. 


Jean-Marie and his sister had the 
same longing. Even at the age of 
five this little boy said: “I shall be 
a Catholic priest.’’ After his first 
Communion he confided the desire 
of his heart to his young sister. “‘It 
may be impossible for me to become 

a priest, as our family are Pagans; 
very well, if I cannot offer my ser- 
vices to God in this way, I w ill offer 
them to the Fathers; I will become 
their servant."’ Such was the am- 
bition of the oldest son of the richest 
banker in Chefoo. 

Jean-Marie left China for France, 
February 14. That was in 1902. 
Marie-Cecile remained behind, the 
only Christian in the family circle 
at home, including her father and 
mother, her sister Be-hing and her 
little brother /-sang. 


[Marie Cecile is one of our reader 
and is actively engaged in work for 
the Churchat Chefoo. We shall hear 
of her again and of her family. Ed.] 

[THE ENpD.]} 
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NOTES AND COMMENTS. 


ENEDICTINE SISTERS are in the 
Philippines, at Manilla. Their 
mother house is in Bavaria, Germany; 
and when means permit, they hope 
to help in the evangelization of Luzon. 


* & 


APROPOS of Austrian co-operation 

in the world-wide cause, we 
learn that the Foreign Mission Society 
of Steyl, in Holland, has a house near 
Vienna founded more than ten years 
ago. The Emperor, Francis Joseph, 
gives much, personally, to the missions 
of Ethiopia and the Sudan. 


A* premium books, A Modern Mar- 
tyr, (Blessed Théophane Vén- 
ard’s = and An American Mission- 
ary, (The Life of Father Judge, S.J., 
Ml kn) are always popular. 


the Sacred 
Washing- 


former 


ri recent order from 

Heart Convent in Seattle, 

ton, included a dozen of the 
and two of the latter. 
— © 

‘R. PAUL, in The Lamp, has taken 

up in earnest the propagation of 

the faith idea. This is but natural. 

A convert appreciates by contrast the 

blessings of the faith, and is anxious 


to share his gift with others. The 
leeper his gratitude, the wider is the 


field of his charity, which tends to 
embrace, as did the heart of the Mas- 


ter, all mankind. 


™ 0% 
‘T HE 


University of Louvain, ac- 
cording to Mr. Brou, writing 
in Etudes (Paris), is the centre of ‘a 
distinct movement towards the re- 








of energetic work for mis- 
sions.”’ This University has recog- 
nized that “theology cannot any 
longer neglect the tremendous im- 


whether in 
knowledge of 
Christianity, or from the point of 
the activity of the Church. 
Missions are an expression of the mag- 
the Church.” 

—“ © 
[|X our February issue we referred to 

Count Edward O’Rourke, a parish 
priest in St. Petersburg, from whom 
we expected some Catholic: Russian 
literature. This was received in time 
to assist the prison chaplain in Bos- 
ton in his arduous task of preparing 
a Russian prisoner for electrocution. 

Incidently we received through 
the publication of Count O’Rourke’s 
name, several high commendations 
of this priest whose family is well- 
known in Russia and who, himself, 
is a tireless worker for souls in St. 
Petersburg. 


missions, 
scientific 


yortance of 
1 viet w otf the 


nificence of 


[X our previous issue we presented 

to our readers a photograph of the 
Rt. Rev. Maurice P. Foley, the newly 
consecrated bishop of Tuguegarao, 
P. I. It was a pleasing picture, but in 
the estimation of his friends too 
youthful. 

So we have persuaded the gentle 
bishop to face a real Boston camera 
so that we may recall him even as 
he is. 

Not that 
Many of us 
that he is not, 
character lines, 


Foley is old. 
will agree 
to see the 
they are 


Bishop 
at forty-four 
but we like 
and here 


gently revealed. 


“ & 





EV. MAURICE P. FOLEY, D.D. 
ISHOP OF TUGUEGARAO, P. I. 


from a recent protograpn. 


A* idea of missionary enterprise— 
and the instance is a typical 
one—may be noted in the following 
clipping, which has been sent to us 
from a priest in the Middle West: 
‘The Southern Presbyterian Mission 
in Korea is asking for reinforcements 
urgently needed this year: six ministers, 
three men for educational work, two 
physicians, three trained nurses, four single 
women for evangelistic and educational 


work, one teacher for industrial work, and 
one architect and practical builder. 
oh 
Have you an invalid jriend? 
Send to THE Fietp Arar office for a 
copy oj THE BIBLE OF THE SICK. 


This comforting little book was written 

y Frederick Ozanam. Enclose thirty- 
five cents in stamps of any denomina- 
tion and it will be mailed to any ad- 
dress without delay. 








HE Academia of St. John’s Semi- 
nary, Brighton, recently elected 
the following officers: 
Rev. Edward Hurley, President. 
Rev. Walter Quinlan, Secretary. 
Rev. Walter McCramm, Treasurer. 
The Academia is devoted to foreign 
mission work. It meets every month, 
and the members, who include nearly 
all the theological students of the 
Seminary, prepare short talks on 
various subjects related to the mis- 
sion. The Academia has been in ex- 
istence now more than ten years and 
has proved a blessing to the Seminary 
and to the missions. 
i 
A GOOD 
one day last week. 


soul came to the office 
no longer elastic, a 


Her step was 

condition due 

partly to many years of hard work, 
and partly, perhaps more, to a husband 
who for a considerable period of their 


united lives, proved that he was 
fonder of drink than of his teacntel 
consort. ‘‘The man is doing better 
now,” she added in extenuation. 


She was full of the sound philoso- 
phy of life, and in her own simple 


way, she had helped many a soul to 
see the light of faith, Even among 
highly educated persons, whom sh«x 
has served, this woman, grounded 
in the eternal principles of her faith, 
and gifted with a power of expres- 
sion, has exerted an untold influence 
She is just now making spiritual 
investments, so that in the event ot 
her death some one shall pray for her 
“In these days,’ she remarked 


“one is soon forgotten, and I wouldn’t 
trust a single relative to have ont 
Mass said for my poor soul.”’ 

As she was leaving, she insisted on 
depositing a special offering for the 
work. 

‘It is not much,” she said, “only 
a dollar, but its money, and I believe 
in money. Money will help you to 
go to Heaven, if you use it right, and,’ 
she added, lowering her voice as she 
surveyed our mélange of Christian 
relics and Pagan idols, ‘‘7t will send 
you to Hell if you don’t.” 

‘“ Ok 

[* one - our Catholic exchanges wt 

read that the White Fathers havs 
opened a ge house in Quebec. It 
is good to feel that this item has in 
terested a Catholic editor, but we 
would correct a wrong impression by 
stating that this house has been in ex 
istence the ej part of a decade. 


ISHOP ROY pF Coimbatore, writ- 
ing in a recent letter, refers with 
evident regret to the death of Fr 
McKeany, the benefactor of so many 
missions. The bishop promises man} 
prayers for this good priest’s soul. 
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A CATHOLIC’S IMPRESSION. 


HE World in Boston, a great mis- 
sionary pageant organized by 
’rotestants, has held the attention ot 
he sects in and around Boston for the 
sast several weeks. Months of prepar- 
tion were needed although the ex- 
\ibit was practically the same as that 
1eld in London a few years ago. 

The work of the Catholic Church 
iad no place, but this is not surprising, 
s our Protestant friends are not in 
he habit of reckoning our numbers 
hen compiling statistics of ‘‘Chris- 
ians”’ in foreign fields. 

It was not our privilege to visit 

e World in Boston, which we under- 
tand had many excellent features, 
ut our readers will be interested in 
he following appreciation by an 
rdent admirer of Catholic missions, 

Boston school-teacher: 

‘The exhibit is very extensive. 
ome, industrial and religious life, 
ianners and customs of all lands 
re shown; and in booths, where there 
re ‘real’ missionaries, the instruc- 
ions are interesting. Mission talks 

» given in various places from time 

time, some of them illustrated by 
ntern. Charts, showing progress 
nd comparisons are abundant. The 

tholic Church is conspicuous by its 
sence as I explained to my com- 
nion, a non-Catholic. 

There are: pictures and models of 
ission villages, hospitals, schools, 

A large screen with constantly 
hanging appeals, attracts much at- 
ntion. These appeals are short— 
he nation that lives alone, dies,’ etc., 

On the whole the affair is a fine 
how’ and gives an excellent idea 

foreign life. It must be a tremen- 
us money-making scheme. One 
ets no idea of hardship or sacrifices 
ich as we associate with the lives 
{ our missioners. 

The idea of creed is so lost in the 
ision of denominations that one feels 

: spirit of philanthropy rather than 
desire to bring vital and eternal 
‘uths to those ‘who sit in darkness.’ 
However, the exhibit must certainly 

Protestant zeal, and as a Catho- 
. I could not help feeling a bit en- 
ous when J realize how little we 
nglish-speaking members of the 
iurch have as yet accomplished. 
ut thank God our hearts are good, 
d when we realize the need, the re- 
mse will be a generous one.” 


i 


} you wish to spend a pleasant hour 
so, send for ‘‘Chinese Lanterns,” a 
k of short stories by Alice Dease. 


THE FR. McKEANY MISSION GIFT. 


[N our April-May issue we published 

a photograph of our benefactor, 
the late Fr. Bartholomew McKeany, 
in whose will the foreign missions 
have been generously remembered. 
Since then we have received a copy 
of this will, and for the edification of 
our readers we reproduce the pre- 
amble: 

“IT have lived a long 
which I have endeavored to devote to 
the service of my God and my Church. 
My living has been simple and my own 
needs few. I hope I have done my duty 
in charity by the poor of my parish, for 
it has been my aim to render all the 
assistance needed to the worthy poor. 
My income as a priest of the Church has 
always -been small, but my expenses 
have been smaller, and mainly from in- 
vestments that have been made for me, 
I find myself in my old age with some 
money. I feel myself morally indebted 
to my brothers for favors received in my 
boyhood and youth, and I shall remember 
them herein; but the bulk of my estate 
I shall give for the benefit of my people, 
the propagation of the faith, for the 
benefit of the souls departed and to the 
Church of God. To that end I commend 
my soul to God, its Maker.”’ 


The 


foreign 


and busy life, 


clauses bearing on the gift to 

missions are contained in a 
paragraph, which has already ap- 
peared in several American’ papers 
and has brought application in favor of 
different religious orders or of special 
missions. As the estate has not 
been settled, we remind our readers 
that we are not in a position to ac- 
cede to such demands. In the mean- 
time ‘those concerned might do well 
to pray that the wishes of the testator 
may be certainly 7 and expeditiously 
realized. 


The’ agracraph to which we 
reads a yllows 


executors, $25,000, to be ex- 
pended by them for Masses, for the 
repose of my soul and the souls of my 
former parishioners, parents, benefactors 
and all souls in Purgatory. These Masses 
are to be said by missionary priests in 
China, India and Africa. I request that 
my executors shall consult with Rev. 
James Anthony Walsh of the Boston 
Cathedral, as to how this money should 
be distributed in the countries named. 
To my executors, $5,000 for the Propa- 
gation of the Catholic Faith.~ T tfust 
that my said executors will consult with 
the Rev. James A. Walsh as to how this 
money should. be distributed to. accom- 
plish the most good. To my executors, 
I give $10,000 to be paid to some educa- 
tional institution as an endowment fund, 
the income of which shall be applied to 
paying the educational expenses of young 
men studying for the Catholic priesthood 
while in their philosophy and theological 
years, who are certain to enter the mis- 
sionary field in China, Japan or India. 
My executors shall take special pains to 
see that the provisions of this clause shall 
in all probability be complied with for- 
ever. None of said income shall be used 
and expended in fitting or educating 
young men for any other field or country. 


refer, 


‘To INy 


What waste of wealth in magnifi- 
cent heathen temples! What waste of 
time in pagan adoration! Oh, tf we 
could tell the losers of the false, the 
beauty of the true! 


" % 


There 1s no greater charity than to 
introduce our Eucharistic Lord just 
as we know Him, to those who know - 
Him not. 








My executors shall take special pains to 
see that the provisions of this clause shall 
in all probability be complied with for- 
ever. I desire that in the selection of 
said institution my executors shall con- 
sult Fr. James A. Walsh, aforesaid.” 


* 
MONEY VALUES IN CHINA. 


3c. will feed one person for a day. 
12c. will feed a widow for two months 
or it will buy a set of gar- 
ments for a child. 
will buy a baby. 
will pay four months’ rent for a 
poor family. 
$1 will support a 
babies for one 
also furnish clothes 
for the person bringing 
child to the mission. 
$5 will pay a nurse for a baby for 
one year; 
will cover the expense of fifteen 
visits to the poor in villages; 
will board an orphan, cripple, or 
catechumen for six months; 
will feed 400 persons for one day, 
allowing to each person two 
meals of rice; 
will care for a sick person in a 
hospital for four months; 
will pay one year’s schooling for 
a child. 
$6 willsupport a mission for twenty 
days; 
will give board and lodging to a 
leper for two months; 
will support an apprentice in a 
technical school for almost a 
year. 
will educate, clothe, and feed a 
girl for one year. 
will support an aged, infirm man 
for a year. 
will pay a year’s tuition for a 
boy at a preparatory school. 
$25 or $30 will support a boy at col- 
lege for a year. 
will support a catechist for a 
year. 
will support a seminarian for a 
year. 


60c. 


nurse for two 
month; and 
and alms 
the 


$10 
$12 


$20 


$30 
$40 


If you are already a subscriber and feel 
that these pages are helping you to realize 
more fully the mission of the Church, and 
the sacrifices of present-day apostles, extend 
this influence to others—at least to one. 





FROM THE FIELD. 


“TI asked my Father. He gave me 
the nations for my inheritance.”’ 
* % 
WELVE Franciscan Missionaries 
of Mary left for foreign fields 
during the month of February. Of 
this number three were for Africa, 
four for India, and five for Japan. 
“ oO” 
EVERAL French missioners in the 
Far East, have caught the Eng- 
lish-speaking fever, and, as a result, 
the diocesan office is accumulating 
entertaining examples. 

Of some sisters who lately arrived 
at his mission, a good priest writes: 
“They have come here last Christ- 
mas Day and put up here forever. 
They are now in construction.”’ 


— & 
FROM many missionary bishops it 
is our privilege to receive an 
annual report, not of monies received, 
of debts paid off, buildings erected, 
etc., but of spiritual returns, including 
the personnel of the missions; the 
baptisms of adults, and babies; the 
number of confessions heard, of Com- 
munions received, of Confirmations, 
marriages, and Extreme Unction; the 
count of children in schools, of in- 
fants housed, of patients in hospitals, 

catechists, etc., etc. 

It is all interesting, and we are often 
tempted to print these reports, but 
the ordinary reader does not like 
statistics. 


CHINA. 


We have before us the report of 
Bishop Mérel of Canton, China, who 


is assisted by 67 French missionary 
priests, 21 Chinese priests, and one 
Belgian (Fr. Conrardy who is well- 
known in America and is occupied 
with the lepers). 

Bishop Mérel’s priests are aided by 
five teaching brothers, eight French 
nuns, nine Canadian nuns, 25 Chinese 
nuns and 412 Virgins of Purgatory. 
(These latter take vows, but as a rule 
reside in their own homes, going out 
daily to fulfil their ministrations. ) 


= 
ISHOP MEREL, of Canton, China. 


gives us a few interesting facts 
concerning native Chinese priests: 

“TI have at present,’’ he says, ‘‘twenty- 
three native missioners under my charge. 
Although without the initiative of the 
American or European clergy, they are 
pious, zealous, and obedient, and always 
a credit to their calling. , 

Most of them administer their districts 
entirely alone, the younger ones, only, 
being placed with a European priest whom 
they serve as assistants. 


THE FIELD AFAR 





The people receive the Chinese mis- 
sioners in their houses, and share their poor 
fare, which usually consists of rice and 
potatoes. 

Being well instructed in the Chinese 
language they can preach with more force 
than foreigners; and as confessors, the 
complaint is often made that they are too 
scrupulous. 

The aid they render to the Faith is 
inestimable, and with a lack of foreign 
priests it is to these young apostles that 
the Church must look for the extension of 


mission work.’’ 
Y 


HE Austrians on the mission are 

making themselves known. Since 

our last issue the Chinese mail brought 

the following letter, written in good 
English: 

“To-day I met your Fretp Arar. I 
found in it great pleasure and edification. 

I am an Austrian missionary (Lazarist) 
in China, Kiang-si. Besides my mission- 
ary work I keep a school where ten Chinese 
scholars receive a Christian formation, 
study Chinese literature, arithmetic and 
geography. Five of them have made 
very good progress in English-grammar, 
reading and writing. 

I should like to have THE FIELD AFar, 
but I don’t know how I could send the 
price from a Chinese inland postoffice. 

Please answer my letter. I hope 
Fietp Arar will awaken interest 
among my Chinese scholars 

Yours faithfully, 


THE 
also 


account of their exploits at Assais. Al- 
though my mother is feeble, she is not 
in poor health, and my father is getting 
better every day. 

I only await the arrival of the plan of 
the chapel of Bel Air to begin its founda- 
tion. Our dear Abbé Vénard has made a 
photograph of the proposed structure, 
and is going to send it to me, which will be 
a great help to the architect. 

Two weeks ago I gave a conference in 
the village of Ang Son, a pretty little 
place in the mountains. The Christians 
are very devoted, and during the persecu- 
tion concealed and rescued several priests 
and bishops. They are delighted at the 
idea of building a church to the Venerable 
Théophane and will do all in their power 
to assist the work. 

We will raise the foundation about six 
feet above the ground, and then leave it 
for a year or so. After that the building 
will go up quickly, if the necessary funds 
are forthcoming. 

I was touched to see the pictures of my 
two little brothers in THe FreL_p AFAR 
with the notice you were kind enough t 
insert. We are only poor missionaries 
and not illustrious personages and we ows 
all to the goodness of Abbé Eusébius Vénard 
and other profoundly Christian friends. 

The Benjamins are now installed in the 
pretty mission at Jaffna. Their last letter 
was full of enthusiasm and confidence 
Let us hope they may be able to extend 
the kingdom of God. 

I enclose several new photographs 
which may be of interest to you. The 
priest in the center of the school grouy 




















A TONKIN BAND 


Fr. Gléneau 


Fr. Basil Huctin 





INDO-CHINA. 


R. BASIL HUCTIN, a former 
parishioner of Fr. Eusebius Vén- 
ard, writes from his Tonkin Mission: 

Your last offering enabled me to buy a 
good printing-press, and we are now going 
to get out some booklets and brochures, 
perfect in all respects. 

God seems to be visibly blessing our 
little family. From Ceylon comes news 
that the little sister and the two brothers 
are very well and will soon send me an 


is Fr. Pilon, the architect of the missio1 
and at his right is Fr. Gléneau; you 
humble servant is at the left. 

Our good works make a little progre 
every day, and you have seen specimet 
of our printing and book-binding. 

Asking you to accept my sincere thank 
Iam 

Most respectfully yours, 
Bastt Hucti 
k 


The human soul will never perisi 
Have you helped to save one for God 
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THE MIKADO’S LAND. 

















THE SACRED MOUNTAIN OF JAPAN. 








ROM Tokyo we have received a 
pamphlet giving a short biogra- 
phy of the late Fr. Paulin Vigroux, 
Vicar-General of that Archdiocese. 
Fr. Vigroux died in 1909, at the age 
of 67 vears. When he left Paris he 
asked God to let him work 30 years, 
and his request was granted. 
In that space of time he baptized 
about 10,000 souls. 


” Oh 
S's gee THEOPHILE 


Japan mission, says in 
letter: : 


from her 
a recent 


I re- 
your 


“The copy of THE FIELD AFAR 
ceived last night bore viene of 
kindly 7g in us. 

May the lines you inserted in your in- 
Pi Bo ps lication, show our friends in 
America, that thanks to their generosity, 
it is possible to do good even, among the 
proud Japanese.”’ 

“ © 

NE of our most interesting corres- 
pondents in the Far East is Fr. 
Nicholas Walter, President of the 
Bright Star Commercial School in 
Osaka, Japan. Fr. Walter belongs 
to the Brothers of Mary and was pre- 
pared for his mission at Dayton, Ohio. 

The letter, which follows, was not 
intended for publication, but we 
print it just as it is, believing that it 
will be thus the more effective: 

Bright Star Commercial School, 
Osaka. 

It is about time that I declare receipt 
of the many fine books you so kindly sent 
me of late—Life of Blessed Vénard, A 
Mission Indian, An Alaskan Missionary, 
The Japanese Martyrs, etc. I have read 
a good deal of them already and will soon 
finish reading them all. They are all 
most interesting. One remark about the 
Japanese Martyrs, Fr. Spinola, etc. The 
sources are mostly all old, which is a very 
good thing; there is only one thing which 
should and could easily be remedied, that is 
the writing of some proper Japanese names 


The old Spanish and Portuguese docu- 
ments had a way of their own of writing 
out the names of Japanese places and per- 
sons which is no more used in modern 
style and books. 

So the impression is sometimes a little 
painful on the modern reader. I think the 
book would improve greatly if at the time 
of a new edition the modern way of writing 
those names were followed. 

I don’t know whose business it is to 
look after that, but if I could render any 
service in that way, I would do it willingly. 

Here are some few instances: 


Old. Modern. 


Ximo for Shimo. 
Xongun for Shogun. 
Firando for Hirado. 


If the person responsible desires a com- 
plete list of modern transcriptions, I will 
be glad to make it for him. 

Our school is continuing to progress 
fairly. We will most probably have some- 
thing over six hundred boys on the re- 
opening day, 10th instant. We have had 
about 250 applications and are obliged 
to refuse a good many for want of accom- 
modation. 

The harvest is ripe even in Japan to a 
certain extent, but the reapers are few. 

We had five baptisims among our boys 
since August last, and some more are pre- 
paring for Easter. In fact, the very best 
boy of the school was baptized in the 
course of the year, and he will enter this 
year the Kobe Higher Commercial School, 
where he will spend four years in the 
study of the more advanced commercial 
sciences. After graduating he intends to 
become a teacher. Several of our Catho- 
lic graduates are preparing to become 
teachers, others have already began the 
work, thus filling a want so sorely felt 
in Japan—the want of Catholic teachers. 
We encourage them as much as possible 
in that line and help them along in every 
possible way. 

Recommending our little work to your 
pious prayers, I remain 

Yours most gratefully, 


N. WALTER. 


P.S.—May I send you some postal 
cards with a picture of our Catholic boys 
asking for prayers and a little alms for the 
work of Catholic literature? 


INDIA AND CEYLON. 


Our paper is naturally an encour- 

agement to the far-off toilers, 
and we find that the occasional pub- 
lication of such a letter as the follow- 
ing frequently brings to us the means 
to send THE FIELD AFAR to a wider 
circle of missioners. Gradually we 
hope to circulate it among all Eng- 
lish-speaking missioners, but we do 
not wish them to pay for it if we can 
get the subscriptions elsewhere. 

Fr. Jenn, an Oblate at Jaffna, has 
discovered us and writes: 

While spending some time at the in- 
firmary, I found two copies of THE FIELD 
AFAR, which I literally devoured, and I 
want to ask if you could send me some 
good English books to distribute in my 
parish. ‘‘A Modern Martyr,’’ or ‘‘An 
American Missionary,’’ would be ‘very 
welcome. 

The two Brothers, Frs. Valentine and 
Alfred Huctin, well-known to the readers 
of your paper, have arrived here and have 
taken up their missionary duties with 
great ardor. They are the stuff of which 
good apostles are made. 

As for myself, Iam an Alsacian and I 
have charge of a parish church in the 
poorest quarter of the city. Here the 
low cast natives are in a pitiful state of 
degradation, and the priest must help 
them materially as well as_ spiritually. 
Offerings for Masses would mean much to 
me, as they are my only resource in this 
poor country. 


N old gentleman whose photo- 
graph was sent by Fr. Béchu, 
attends the little Church of St. Aloy- 
sius in Dharapuram, India, which is 
under the direction of one of our cor- 
respondents, Fr. Béchu. 

This old man left England as a 
private soldier in one of the compa- 
nies sent to India at the time of the 
mutiny. Before reaching Lucknow, 
he was asked by a Protestant clergy- 
man if he were prepared to die. On 
answering ‘“‘no,’’ and demanding how 
he should make ready for his end, 
he received so vague a reply that he 
began to doubt the value of his relig- 
ious faith. 

A later acquaintance with a young 
Catholic soldier led to discussions 
that ended in his conversion. One 
night before retiring the friend asked 
him to repeat a little prayer—the 
Hail Mary. This he did, and on pro- 
nouncing the Ww rords ‘‘Holy Mary 
Mother of God,” he was so affected 
that he burst into tears. From that 
moment all obstacles were removed, 
and his faith has been such that he 
is a source of constant edification to 
the natives in the district where he 
lives. 


will not 


Readers, 


The Post Office authorities 
forward second-class matter. 
therefore, who have changed their ad- 


dresses, should notify us. In this event 
give both addresses, the old and the new. 








EAST AFRICA. 


R. FRANCIS BURNS in Uganda, 

is by this time well known to 

our older readers. We had not heard 

from him for some time and we are 

pleased to publish his latest letter, 

received in Boston, March 11. Fr. 
Burns writes 


“I am afraid you have long since put me 
on your list of bad correspondents, as 
owing to the fewness of our numbers and 
the increase of our work, we get very little 
opportunity to write. However, I must 
explain to you our doings of the past and 
our hopes for the future. Our Christmas 
festivity was attended by some 1200 
Christians, and the confessions on the day 
previous to Christmas, numbered 476 
The midnight Mass was well attended, as 
the natives are very much impressed with 
anything out of the common. The ordi- 
nary work of the mission was resumed on 
the following day—bank holidays being 
reckoned a luxury on a foreign mission. 

Next week we are starting to cut out 
the foundations of our new boys’ school. 
This will be rather a big job, as we have 
to provide proper accommodation for some 
600 boys, baptized and heathen, and for a 
probable increase in same. The building 
as intended, will be 120 feet long, 4o feet 
wide and 36 feet high. A grass roof is all 
we can hope for, as tiles and corrugated 
iron are expensive in mid-Africa. The 
building will contain four large classrooms, 

nd we hope to be able to afford desks and 
proper reading tables and blackboards. 
The latter items will Goo largely on the 
success we have in publishing our wants 
and in enlisting the practical sympathy of 
Catholics at So far our appeals 
have met with very little success, so we 
must continue to bellow, hoping that our 
friends will take notice of us and give us 
a helping hand if only to close our mouths. 

I have asked to undertake the 
erection of the school, and knowing how 
funds stand and the probable cost of the 
building, I must say that the deficit against 
us still to be met, gives me a bad headache. 
So dear Father Walsh, I must once more 
turn to you and beg for a few crumbs at 
the doors of your readers. We are here, 
away from friends, striving to build up a 
people acceptable to Almighty God, and 
as I showed you in my last letter, the chan- 
nels through which we can appeal for help 
are few and far between. 

The Church Missionary Society which is 
at work in this district are endeavoring to 
obtain a monopoly of education and are 
erecting three large schools for their differ- 
ent grades of education. It behooves us, 
therefore, to take the matter seriously, 
otherwise we will awake later on to find 
that we have started badly and have been 
left behind. The Government is also keen 
on the education of the natives, but be- 
yond exempting our teachers from taxes, 
renders us no help. We have obtained 
from the Government a free grant of the 
rough timber but no further help can be 
expected. 

At the risk then, of appearing before you 
as an importunate beggar, I appeal to you 
and promise you photos of the building in 
its various stages, hoping that the same 
will show you how the work progresses. 

With very many kind regards and with 
grateful thanks for all past ‘help, I remain, 


in Xt., 
Francis M. 


nome. 


been 


Yours very thankfully 
Burns 


THE FIELD APAR 


CORPUS CHRISTI IN UGANDA. 


T had been raining for weeks, and 

months, and we were afraid that 
our Corpus Christi procession would 
have to be held in doors. But no. 
The day before brought the welcome 
shining sun, and a start was made 
with the decorations. 

The high altar soon took a first class 
appearance, garlands occupying the 
nave of the church, crossed each 
other, and at each intersection a 
tasteful flower basket was suspended. 
The road to be followed was marked 
out by banana trees topped here and 
there with bright banners to break 
the monotony of the green. 























TWO OF THE PROCESSIONISTS. 





More than two thousand Christians 
took part in the procession and 
walked two and two in perfect order 
(which says a lot for a native.) <A 
dozen little girls, clad in white, which 
symbolizes purity, (the more resplen- 
dent because of their black faces) 
scattered roses before their God. 
Banners were carried by the cate- 
chists, and six strongly-built natives 
held the canopy above the Blessed 
Sacrament. 

i 
ISHOP BUSCH was consecrated in 
the Zanzibar Cathedral, Feb- 
ruary 5. .[he ceremony was per- 
formed by Bishop Allgeyer, assisted 
by Bishops Hanlon and Vogt. 

Fifty years ago, Bishop Fava began 
the conversion of this coast of Africa, 
then entirely Pagan. To-day, three 
bishops administer the same terri- 
tory, and the Christians are numbered 
by thousands. 


NEEDED ABOVE ALL. 


HEN Christ spoke every word 
counted. ‘“‘Pray ye therefore 
the Lord of the harvest, that he send 
jorth laborers into his vineyard.” 
Pray ye, therefore. 

You, who have time and inclina- 
tion for devotions; you, whose vo- 
cation brings you daily into the Real 
Presence; to you, above all, is given 
a splendid opportunity to win ‘souls 
by prayers of petition. We need vo- 
cations, for the work at home and for 
the field afar; for Catholics and non- 
Catholics in this country, and for the 
heathen people elsewhere who have 
not yet learned that Christ has come 
to earth. 

HE Superior 
Order of women, 
sis. toed State: 

‘“‘We have been silent of late, but our 
Hinaaais and prayers have probably been 
With you and your holy diet 9 all the more 
that we know this was our only means of 
aiding the grand cause. Our Foundress 
said many vears ago that if we were true 
contemplatives, God would give our souls 
wings to fly > wherever His interests called 
us. She had us pray in the name of the 
Precious at that God aie inflame 
with ever increasing zeal, the dispensers of 
that Adorable Blood; that they would 
thirst as He did for souls, and that ‘most 
of all He would succor the poor missionary 
who after watering with his sweat and 
tears the soil in which He had planted 
the divine seed, might still be called on 
to dye it with His blood.’ Tue FIELp 
AFAR has on us the good effect of making us 
remember the ‘teachings of our Mother.’ ”’ 


WE. urge all who can to offer for 


the mission cause: 

One rosary a week. 

One Communion a month. 

A daily prayer,—at least the ejacu- 
lation,‘St. Francis Xavier, pray for us.’ 

We ask them to apply this form 
of help: 

(a) To the heathen themselves, e. 

the Chinese or Africans. 

(b) To the priests, brothers and 
nuns out on the field 

(c) To secure apostolic vocations 
in this country. 

= & 
FOR ONE DOLLAR. 

A new subscription to THE FIELD 
AFAR and any one of the following 
books: 

Thoughts from Modern Martyrs, 
(in cloth.) 
(in cloth.) 


of a Contemplative 
writes from a 


Chinese Lanterns, 
Our Lord's Last Will and Testament, 
(in cloth.) 


mk 
When you are sending your re- 
newal why not enclose a dollar bill 
and express your preference for one 
of the above mission books? 
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OUR YOUNG APOSTLES. 





HE advanced Sunday-school class 

of boys at South Framingham, 

Mass., has been put in correspondence 

through THE FreELpD AFAR with a mis- 

sionary priest, Fr. G. Brandsma of 
Uganda, British East Africa. 

We have forwarded the letter to 
which Fr. Brandsma refers, and the 
boys of South Framingham have read 
it with much interest. In his letter 
to THE Fietp Arar, Fr. Brandsma 
writes: 

“T am glad you have put me on your 
FirELD AFAR list; the few times I have 
seen it, I liked it very much. It is very 
kind of you to remember me, and you may 
rest assured I shall not neglect to remind 
you occasionally of my existence. 

I enclose a letter to the Sunday School 
and hope they will like it; thanks 
» much for sending it on to them, and I 
that a little recommendation 

‘ou will also help considerably 
vill have noticed, Iam out en 
: » give the few Catholics here 
. chance of fulfilling their Easter duties; 
the same time I am extending one 
room in a little house here to fix it up as 
permanent little chapel; this will give 
us a chance of having Benediction when 

I come here. 

You will remember that I wrote to you 
about a new mission in Kisii district. I 
im glad to say that the two Catechists 
whom I sent there, are doing very well 
Between them, they have already forty 
boys in the school and catechism. The 
Bishop has not been able as yet to send a 
Father there. 

It is a great advantage to have a Catho- 
lic Governor here. We are sure to get 
justice. He is a splendid Governor—very 
strong and clever and, at the same time, 
kind. He has made himself most popu- 
lar, indeed. He is a French Canadian by 
birth 

With very best wishes and many thanks, 

; Iam 
Yours sincerely in Xt, 
G. BRANDSMA.’ 
” 


Is there a boy among our readers who 
loves God and souls enough to leave his home 
and country,—for good? We shall be glad 
to correspond with such a youth. 


bDovs 


sure 


’ 


Boys or girls who are interested in our 
work for missions may be encouraged to 
write to Fr, Ignatius, who will answer 
gladly. They may ask questions or express 
ideas about the missions in general or about 
any particular country, 

Write to 

REV. FR. IGNATIUS, 
Station A, P. O. Box 98, 
Boston, Mass. 


[F you were a little girl in India, and 

your parents were not too poor, 
you would be quite smothered with 
decorations. When a girl is only a 
few months old her mother begins 
to deck her out with finery. 

First a couple of rings around the 
arms and ankles, then a silver belt 
around the waist with the indispen- 
sable bells. Ornaments seem to serve 
for clothes, and the little girl has three 
or four rings on her fingers and toes 
before the mother thinks of buying 
a skirt for the child. When the girl 
is about seven or eight years old the 
time has come to prepare her nose 
and ears to receive their respective 
decorations. These delicate organs 
are pierced in different places, and, 
if the poor girl cries from pain, the 
mother asks her: “how will you wear 
the ornaments which your mother-in- 
law will give you at your marriage?” 
To prevent the holes from closing 
again, thorns are inserted, being oc- 
casionally changed for larger ones. 


In India, as in many other East- 
ern countries, the young people have 
nothing to say about the marriage 
question. It is all arranged by the 
parents. In India a girl is often 
promised in marriage even before she 
is born. (This sounds like some kind 
of a bull.) Neither the boy nor the 
girl has anything to say on this im- 
portant matter and sometimes the 
parents advice is not asked. A sister- 
in-law, for example, has the right to 
give away in marriage the oldest child 
of her younger brother-in-law. On 
the day of the marriage, as many 
ornaments as possible are hung upon 
the bride, many are borrowed for the 
occasion, and when the happy pair 
goes in procession through the vil- 
lage, estimates are made as to the 
value of decorations on the girl. To 
every ornament a meaning is at- 
tached, and very often a superstitious 
one. A certain ring may not be worn 
on the finger of the right hand, other- 
wise sickness and misfortune are cer- 
tain to fall on the house. A very 
large ring must be worn on the second 
finger of this hand or one is sure to 
be stung by a scorpion. 


Ok 


ERE are two letters from Maine, 
which look hopeful for the new 
seminary : 


Dear Rev. FATHER: 

I am going to be a priest, and would 
like to go to the heathen countries and 
convert the Pagans. I want to go so that 
I can suffer for love of Our Lord, be- 
cause He suffered for love of me. 

I am thirteen years old and attend the 
convent school. 

Yours, very respectfully. 


Blessed Theophane Venard 


His life and letters are published 
under the title 


A Modern Martyr 


This book is in five thousand 
homes today, in all parts of the 
world. It is in many public libraries 
and listed as one of the most 
popular books in circulation. 


Price 90 Cents Postage 10 Cents 





PREMIUMS FOR SUBSCRIPTIONS. 


Whoever secures ten new subscribers to 
the Field Afar may select from our stock 
of books, pamphlets, postcards, medals, 
souvenirs, etc., to the value of one dollar. 
Fairly complete lists of this stock will be 
found in occasional issues of the paper, or 
will be sent on application. 

Postage stamps are acceptable for all 
remittances. 





O our fellow-priests and to all who 
are interested in the training of 
youth, we offer the following special 
rates for several subscriptions to THE 
FIELD AFAR: 


Field Afar—Special Rates 


For 5 copies to the same address, 
45 cents a year. 

For 10 copies to the same address, 
40 cents a year. 

For 25 copies to the same address, 
35 cents a year. 

For 50 copies to the same address, 
30 cents a year. 

For 100 or more copies to the same 
address, at 25 cents a year. 


at 
at 
at 


at 


We would go lower if we could 
afford to give dur publication for 
nothing. We wish only to spread a 
knowledge of the missions. All else 
will follow. 


READ ‘CHINESE LANTERNS’ 
A SERIES OF SHORT MISSION STORIES 
BY ALICE DEASE PRICE so CENTS 





Our several Missionary Publi- 
cations and many others may be 
purchased from the leading Cath- 
olic Bookseliers, or at 

THE FIELD AFAR OFFICE, 
260 Dover St., 
Boston, Mass. 








DrEaR REVEREND FATHER: 

I have read in THE Fretp Arar that 
you would be pleased to correspond with 
any boy who would like to become a mis- 
sionary. 

I am willing to leave my home and 
parents forever and go far away to help 
to bring souls to God. I shall be glad 
to suffer to do something for Our Lord. 

I am fourteen years old, and attend 
the Sisters’ school. 

I should like to know what I must do 
to become a missionary priest. I am 

Very respectfully yours, 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS. 
A CHANGE IN Boston. 
HE Rev. Joseph F. McGlinchey, 
D.D., has been selected by the 
Most Rev. Archbishop of Boston, as 
Diocesan Director of the Propagation 
of the Faith. 

Dr. McGlinchey has been stationed 
for the last four years, (since his or- 
dination) as a curate at St. Paul’s 
Church, Harvard Square, Cambridge. 

He brings to his work a strong in- 
terest in the mission cause and intelli- 
gent zeal, which promises well for his 
successful direction of this splendid 
work in the Boston archdiocese. 


TO THOSE IN THE FIELD. 
EVERAL of our missionary cor- 
respondents have been aware for 
some time of our desire to be associa- 
ted with an American Seminary for 
Foreign Missions, and have been pray- 
ing for this intention, Others will 
learn of it for the first time through 
this edition of THE FIELD AFAR. 

We are grateful for the Masses, 
prayers and communions which have 
been secured for us by the former, 
and we urge all now to offer prayers of 
thanksgiving for what has already 
been accomplished. This is God’s 
work; it cannot be pushed unless 
His grace abound; and grace comes 
through prayer. Weexpect frequent 
spiritual remembrance from the toil- 
ers in the field and we believe that 
they wiil be the last to forget us. 

In return, we hope to continue our 
service to the scattered missions, ir- 
respective of adopted country or 
native land. Tue Fie_p Arar will, 
it is true, be hereafter the organ of 
the new seminary, but we hope to 
keep it Catholic in its sympathies. 
Through its columns, therefore, and 
through other media it will be our 
pleasure to make known so far as 
we can, the splendid work of our 
brethren on the field,—and _ their 
needs as well. 

And this reminds us: A saintly and 
venerable Dominican Father in this 
country requests stories from the 
mission-land, bearing on devotion to 
the Rosary. If you have had any 
personal experience, will you kindly 
jot down the facts briefly and send 
them to us? 

And don’t be afraid to give us an 
occasional glimpse of the humorous 
side of missionary life. 

We know that few Catholic mis- 
sioners are without the saving sense 
of humor, however great their trials 





and deprivations. We know, too, 
that it is hard to sit down and write 
trifles when life is so serious and the 
days are filled; but God made us to 
smile, and we are anxious to do so 
occasionally. What is commonplace 
in the mission is often intensely in- 
teresting to the stay-at-homes. 


THE BLESSED AID. 

NE of our first gifts for the semi- 

nary came from our predecessor, 

the first Director of the Propagation 

of the Faith in the archdiocese of 

Boston—Rev. Joseph V. Tracy, D.D., 

permanent rector of St. Columbkille’s 
Church, Brighton. 

E have as yet made no appeal 

for funds in aid of the Seminary. 

yet we are already in receipt of the 

following gifts which we acknowledge, 

as the benefactors would, we know, 

prefer us to do,—without printing 


names. 
M. H. - - - - $100.00 
Rev. Friend - - - 100.00 
Mrs. T. - - - - 1¢¢.00 
Mrs. D. - - . - 75.00 
Rev. Friend - - -  25.c0 
M. & C. P. (for some article 
of worship) = 2 - 20.00 
Sacred Heart Academy - 15.00 
Children of Mary (Dorchester) Ic.co 
fee. ee - . . 6.co 
Mrs. K. - - - - 5.c 
CB. - - - - - 5.co 
Mrs. S. - - - - 5.co 
Anonymous- 2 ‘ 5.co 
a. - - - - - 4.00 
Anonymous - - - 3.05 
Rev. tr riend - - - 2.09 
Miss 8S. . : - - 2co 
J. M. - - - - - 1.09 
Mrs. C. McC. . - - 1.CO 
M. B. - . - - - 1.02 
E.R. (achild) - - - IO 
$485.16 
HE Catholic Foreign Mission 


Seminary of America will owe 
several debts at the start, which God 
alone can repay. Communities of men 
and women, children in orphan asy- 
lums and old people in ‘‘Homes,”’ in- 
dividual members of the clergy and 
laity, have in considerable numbers 
and in many sections of this country, 
been pressing Heaven to guide our 
Archbishops in their deliberations on 
the establishment of this work for 
souls. 


May God reward these, our bene- 
factors, whose spiritual aid has been 
so timely, and so cheerfully given! 
We ask a continuance of this aid, 
as all beginnings are hard. 





Sather Judge, S. F. 


(An American Missionary in Alaska) 


Through the story of travel and 
adventures among the miners of 
Alaska runs the thread of a noble 
apostolic life that will appeal to all 
who read it,—to none more cer- 
tainly and with better effect than 
to boys. 


293 Pages, 16 Illustrations, Bound in Green Buckram 
Price, Post-Paid - - One Dollar 





OUR VENARD PLAQUE. 


WELL-KNOWN sculptor has 
modelled the portrait of our 
Blessed Martyr, Théophane Vénard. 
A limited number of casts have been 
received and placed onsale. Thecast 
is in a dull bronze finish and ready for 
framing, the dimensions being about 
64 x 54 inches. 
The head and bust are in relief and 
the likeness is very successful. Un- 
der the figure are the words 


Mihi-Mori-Lucrum. 


For me to die is gain.) 


And on a panel at the base, is the 
following quotation: 

“When my head falls under the axe 
} the executioner, receive it, O loving 


) 
¢ / 
esus. 


This charming souvenir of Théo- 
phane Vénard will be mailed, un- 
framed, to any address on receipt 
of one dollar. Or it will be sent free 
to any one who secures ten new sub- 
scribers. 

THE FIELD AFAR 
260 Dover Street, Boston, Mass. 





In your Communion, remember occa- 
stonally, at least, the vast multitudes 
among whom the Sacramental Christ 
has not yet lived. 


A Retreat for Catholics and non- 
Catholics will be given at the Convent 
of the Cenacle, Newport, R. I., by the 
Rev. Fr. Paul Francis, from Monday 
evening, June 26th, to Friday morning, 
June 30th. 


The Society of the Atonement, 
Graymoor, Garrison, N. Y., asks 
for the aid of zealous Catholics 
in furthering its special work for 
the conversion of Anglicans and 
other non-Catholics to the obe- 
dience of the Apostolic See. The 
special organ of the Society’s 
Propaganda is ‘‘The Lamp,’’ an 
illustrated popular monthly. Sub- 
scription price, $1.00 perannum. 
Sample copy, 10 cents. 


Have you changed your address re- 
cently? In this event send the old as 
well as the new directions to 


THE FIELD AFAR 
260 Dover St., Boston, Mass. 





BOOKS AND PRINTS. 





We are anxious to introduce THE 
FIELD AFAR #o boys at college, in the 
hope that it will stimulate vocations. 
Are you interested enough in this idea 
to send us a name and a subscription? 


Our Mission Prayer prints and 
post-cards are making friends for the 
-ause all along the line, from Bangor 
‘o San Francisco. 


i" 


WE are in receipt of a new book 
from France prepared by the 
Rev. G. André, S.S., formerly a 
rofessor at St. John’s Seminary, 
Brighton. The title of the work is 
Vouveaux Examens de Conscience et 
Sujets de Meditation. This book is 
lesigned for the clergy of our time, 
ind is adapted largely from Demen- 
hon’s Le Memento de Vie Sacerdotale. 
” OF 
‘] HE Life of Bishop De Marion-Bres- 
illac, Founder of the Lyons 

Society for African Missions, has been 
‘ritten by Fr. Le Gallen of the same 
Society. 

‘“As inheritors of his work,’ says 
the author, ‘“‘we should try to realize 
is great designs in regard to the 
lack race, and become inspired with 
1e same high sentiments.” 
From Les Missions Cath. 


. “ 


Pour la foi... Un témoin de Jesus- 
anc FINO i Seip 4 de Breten- 
hrist au XIX® siecle, Just de Breten 
eres, par abbé ApperT. — Bel in-8° 
le 372 pages avec illustrations.— 
ik? 2Oe. 

Le jeune martyr de Corée (1866) dont 

cause est a l'étude a Rome avec celle 

ses compagnons, avait déja trouvé un 
iographe de marque dans M8" d’Hulst. 
ce présent volume a toutefois le mérite 
utiliser des documents inédits; il sera 
une lecture attrayante et fort édifiante 
sur les éléves de nos séminaires et col- 
CS ed 
TheMonth of Mary, for Ecclesiastics, 
a most suggestive little volume 
hich ought to find a place in every 
riest’s library and in all our sem- 

aries. a 

The considerations are brief but 

ll of thought, the reflections are in- 

iring, and the examples, as a rule, 

teresting. In the supplement there 
re some sixty odd pages of psalms, 
inticles, and hymns, set to music, 
some in‘four parts. 
ed ey 

The flame that spreads intensifies. Charity 
tiat goes afar gains strengthathome. Help 
the work at home, by zealous effort for the 
Nisstons,’ 


ges. 


A 


THE FIE 


15 








LIFE of the Venerable Justin de 
Jacobis, First Apostolic Vicar 
of Abyssinia (1800-60), has been 
prepared by Fr. Larigaldie, a Laza- 
rist priest. This adds one more 
volume to the series of apostolic 
monographs already so valuable. 

The missioner in question did not 
shed his blood for the faith, but this 
glory alone was lacking, as his life 
in the ancient citadel of African 
heresy was one long holocaust. 

When put in chains he said: “I 
have waited a long’ time for this 
favor.’’ He died as the saints die. 

The reader of this impressive Life 
cannot fail to echo the words of an- 
other great Ephiopian Missioner, Car- 
dinal Massaja, who exclaimed: “If 
it depended only on me, Bishop de 
Jacobis’ name would be placed on 
our altars to-morrow!”’ 














A PRAYER FOR CHINA. 


OLord Jesus Christ, only Saviour 
of the entire human race, ‘Who 
rulest from sea to sea and from 
the river to the ends of the earth,’ 
propitiously open Thy Most Sacred 
Heart to themost wretched inhabi- 
tants of the Chinese Empire and 
of Mongolia, who still sit in the 
shadow of death; that, by the in- 
tercession of the most pious Virgin 
Mary, Thy Immaculate Mother, 
and of St. Francis Xavier, they 
may walk before Thee, having 
abandoned their idols, and may 
be united to Thy holy Church. 
Who livest and reignest forever 
and ever. Amen. 

Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory 
be to the Father. 


FIELD AFAR PRAYER-CARDS 


These cards are designed to serve as prayer-book 
inserts; they are about four inches long, made of 
coated stock and printed in a brown-black ink. 

The subjects have been carefully chosen; each 
card bearing a photograph half-tone cut and on the 
reverse side a suitable prayer or reflection. The 
list is as follows: 


1. St. Augustine and St. Monica, Ary Schaeffer, 
with a Prayer for Africa. 
2. St. Francis Xavier, Fourley, with the Saint's 

Prayer. 

The Redeemer, Leonardo da Vinci, with a Latin 
Prayer of St. Francis Xavier. 

The Curé of Ars, with Reflections. 

Adieux d’un Missionaire, with Appropriate Mes- 
sage (in French). 

Adoration of the Magi, Ghirlandaio, 
Suggested Methods of Help. 

St. Paul,i Rafael, with a Verse_Prayer to the 
Apostle. 

St. Agnes, Andrea del Sarto, with a Prayer to 
the Martyr. 

‘Going, teach all Nations,’ with An Act of 
Reparation. 

The Immaculate Conception, Murillo, with 
Suggestions how to Help. 

The Madonna, Salvi, with Maxims of St. Teresa 

Virgin and Infant Jesus, Botticelli, with Exhor- 
tation to Prayer. 

Angel of the Resurrection, 
from Cardinal Newman. 

Faith at the Tomb, with Suggestions for aiding 
the Departed. 

Virgin in Adoration, Perugino, with the Mag- 
nificat. 

The Christ of Japan, with Prayer for Japan. 

St. Francis Xavier, with a Prayer composed 
by the Saint. 

Angel, Fra Angelico, with Prayer for the Church 
Universal. 

St. Joseph and Infant Saviour, Guido Reni, 
with Prayer to St. Joseph for the Heathen. 

The Crucifixion, Velasquez, with Prayer ‘Anima 


Christi. 


Our prayer-prints sell, two for one cent; 
ten cents a set (20 subjects); or 25 cents a 
hundred. 

They will be sent to any address post-paid. 

Order from THE FIELD AFAR, 

260 Dover Street, Boston, Mass. 


i" OK 


ALICE DEASE of Ireland has done 
a real service to the Catholic 
Mission cause by the publication of 
her new book, Chinese Lanterns. We 
had already seen several of the nine- 
teen tales that make up this volume, 
but it has given us special pleasure to 
discover them again in book form. 
The atmosphere of these stories is 
as well colored as is their character- 
istic Chinese cover, and although we 
miss illustrations, the word pictures 
are quite effective. To interest our 
readers still further in this charming 
book, which we intend to keep on 
hand, we have selected one of these 
stories for reproduction and illustra- 
tion. 


with 


with Reflection 


" Oh 


ROM a remote convent we learn 
with much satisfaction that ‘one 
of the principal community intentions 
in the monthly novena to the Sacred 
Heart’ is the ‘propagatiobn of the 
faith’ and that the Communions of all 
the nuns are offered regularly for the 
same intention. 

If this kind of co-operation could 
be extended to every religious com- 
munity in America, we would see be- 
fore long a remarkable development 
in the already growing missionary 
spirit. 





THE FIELD AFAR 

















HER BIG BROTHER 


PERHAPS you have moved, and | 


we are not yet aware of the fact. 
Your former address is on our cards. 
Will you kindly notify us if it should 
be changed. A post-card 
straighten this matter. 


La Sebaita: ienhenney College 
HARTFORD, CONN. 


This college earnestly appeals to pious and gener- 
ous young men who wish to consecrate themselves 
to the ogy! life in the Order of the Missionaries 
of La Salette articular attention is shown to boys 
from 12 to 18, who are recommended by Priests and 
Sisters as being inclined to the priestly state and 
qualified forit. Inability to meet the whole expense 
of the tuition is not an objection to admission if the 
aspirant evinces true marks of vocation. Applicants 
are admitted at any time throughout the year. 

Particulars and Prospectus will be gladly sent on 
application to 

REV. FATHER DIRECTOR, 


LA SALETTE ue COLLEGE 
ARTFORD, CONN. 


ACADEMY OF THE ASSUMPTION 


Wellesley Hills, Mass. 


no Academy, situated in the suburbs of Boston, 
is no = a few miles from the city. It is on the line of 
oston and Albany Railroad. location is 

a of the most healthful and picturesque in New 
England. The grounds are extensive, affording 
ample advantage for out-door exercise. The curric- 
ulum of studies is thorough and comprehensive, em- 
bracing all the branches as moi Ag a refined = 

culars as to 


cation. For oe boarders 

we 2 pupils, appl SISTER SUPERIOR. 
ttached to t y is a preparatory school 

for boys between the ages of sand 14. The object of 

this school is to give such a general education as will 

fit fit pupils to to enter college. 


| — > 


Washington Press 








JOHN D. O’CONNOR 


PRINTING 
DOVER STREET 


Boston, Mass. 


242 
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_ FOREIGN BOOKS IN STOCK 
LE MARTYR DE FUTUNA. 


Vie du Bienheureux Pierre-Louis-Marie Chanel. 
Prétre-Mariste 


E BIENHEUREUX J. THEOPHANE VENARD 


par Son Frére 
16 gravures 
| | Prix de l’ouvrage relié, percaline, solide, 
titre doré: Un Dollar. 
ser; THE FIELD AF. ~<itish 


260 Dover Stree 


S’ addres 
, Boston, Mass. 


Meneely Bell Company 
Troy, N. Y., and 


177 Broadway, New York City | 


| Address: 


Manufacture Superior 


CHURCH BELLS 


GREYLOCK REST 


ADAMS, BERKSHIRE CO., MASS. 


Conducted by the Sisters of Providence, a most desir- 
able resort for those needing rest and mountain air, 





| and for the care of nervous, chronic and convalescent | 


patients. Home Comforts. Trained Nurses. Complete 
electrical department; also modern system of needle 
| and shower baths. Insane patients not admitted. 
Address applications to SISTER SUPERIOR, 
Greylock Rest, Adams, Mass. 


BOSTON'S NEW CATHOLIC BOOKSTORE | 


AND 


CHURCH GOODS HOUSE 


Everything for the 


CHURCH SCHOOL 
CONVENT and CATHOLIC HOME 


MATTHEW F. SHEEHAN CO. 
17-19 BEACH STREET, BOSTON 
TELEPHONE 778 OXFORD 


ALTAR BOYS’ AND CHOIR 
CASSOCKS AND SURPLICES 
A 7 Lowest Prices 


JOHN E. VAN STRYP 
Boston, Mass. 





44 Boylston St., - 


The W. J. Feeley Company 
Ecclesiastical Art Metal .Workers 
GOLD, SILVER AND BRASS 


| MEDALISTS 
| PROVIDENCE RHODE ISLAND 


THOS. J. FLYNN & GO. 


Wholesale and Retail 


Catholic Church Goods and 
Religious Articles 








Ail the Latest Catholic Publications on Hand 
62 AND 64 ESSEX STREET, BOSTON 


TRINITY COLLEGE 
Washington, D. C. 


FOR HIGHER EDUCATION OF WOMEN 
A Catholic Institution for the Higher Education 0: 


women. 

Beautifully located in the Immediate Vicinity o: 
the Catholic University. 

Incorporated under "the laws of the District_o‘ 
Columbia, with full powers to confer Collegiate De- 
grees, and registered by the University of the State 
of New York. 

Conducted by the Sisters of Notre Dame of Namur 

For particulars address THE SECRETARY of the 





We will send FREE 





|A Catalogue of Interesting 


Catholic Books 


To all who apply for it 
Advertising Manager 
P. J. KENEDY & SONS 

44 Barclay St., New York 


St. John’s Preparatory College 


For Boarding and Day Students. Conducted 
by the Xaverian Brothers, with the approval of the 
Most Rev. Archbishop. Academic, Commercial and 
Preparatory Courses. 

Delightfully situated sixteen miles from Boston. 
Over one hundred acres of groves, orchards, lawns, 
etc. Pursonal attention given to every student. 
Small classes. Quick results. Hot and cold baths, 
steam heat, electric light, and, in fact, all modern 
conveniences. Steam and trolley stations on the 
grounds. Rates very reasonable. 

For terms and further information apply to 

BROTHER DIRECTOR, 
Danvers. Mass. 








| MT. SAINT JOSEPH ACADEMY 


Brighton, Mass. 


Boarding and Day School for Young Ladies. 
Offers to its patrons exceptional advantages as re- 
gards healthful situation and breadth of culture. 
— physical, mental or moral. 

Courses offered include Leng ey for College, 
Normal School and Commercial Pursui 

For further particulars apply to 
SISTER SUPERIOR. 


ACADEMY OF NOTRE DAME 


Lowell, Mass. 


For Resident and Day Pupils, conducted by the 
Sisters of Notre Dame (Namur) Founded in 1853. 
The Academic De ent offers two courses—the 
General and the College Preparatory. For further 


iculars, add 
— 5 teas SISTER SUPERIOR. 





Boston Academy of Notre Dame 


A Select Day School for Young Ladies 


Founded in he. fr and br naa by the State 
ture in 1865 ucted by the Sisters of ptr * 
Dame (Namur) and iis goer on Ber! Stree:, 
south of Boylston, which renders it easy of access by 
tic cars all parts of the city and suburbs. 


Address: SISTER SUPERIOK. 





The Academy of Notre Dame 





ROXBURY, MASSACHUSETTS. 
Conducted by 
SISTERS OF NOTRE DAME OF NAMUR. 


A Select Boardin Scheel ao a Siete. oi Intr’- 
mediate and poe Be Special faci: 
ties for the study of Mane ae. a 

Location healthful and convenient. Grounds ext«:- 
sive ond beautiful. Buildings attractive and wi! 
equipped for gducetions! work. 
Aims:— cal Heal 





‘or 
Tus 8: Suprriorn ae or Noms Das. 
Washington Street, Roxbury, Massachusetts. 











